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"Dit" names

Contributed by C.J. LaRobardier

Since there were very few surnames in French Canada, various family lines with the same surname
adopted nicknames or aliases to differentiate themselves from each other. These aliases were called "dit"
names.

Some dit names were based on physical features, occupations or places. Later, some of these dit names
became the surnames of the various family lines.

"Dit" is properly pronounced "dee''; in the case of 2 woman's alias, it becomes "'dite" pronounced
"deet". Hence, it is Pierre Laperche dit St. Jean; and Marie Laperche dite St. Jean.

Since place names themselves were often based on geographical features, as well as flora and fauna,
many dit names are literally translatable:
Boismenu = little forest
LeGrand = the tall man
Deslormes = of the elms
Boulanger = baker
Charpentier = carpenter
Roy, Roi, Leroy = king
Dupont = of the bridge
L'Ours = the bear

Whether surname or dit name, all suffered the consequences of a low literacy rate, and heavy
dependency on phonetic spelling by those who were literate. Spelling variations were rampant, especially
as the French moved from Canada into what is now the United States. When other nationalities followed,

still more variations arose as one group tried to cope with the totally unfamiliar names of another.

Whether the original surname or the dit name survived seemed to follow no apparent pattern. In the case
of the original MONET family from France, it soon became Monet dit Boismenu in Canada, then quickly
became Boismenu - at least in the line settling in the Cahokia, IL area. Boismenue is the name that
survives to this day in this branch, and Monet has disappeared entirely.

In the case of the LAPERCHE family, for a few generations it became Laperche dit St. Jean, reverted to
simply Laperche which still survives while St. Jean vanished from this line.

Other original surnames - especially common ones such as Roy or Martin, and in families with large
numbers of descendants early in history of Canada - amassed several dit names out of sheer necessity. No
doubt many of these dit names still survive.
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previous household

Source Information:
1901 Census of Canada
Subdistrict:
District Number:
Subdistrict Number: z-3
Archives Microfilm: T-6539

Numbered in
order of Personal Description
pii 1, il Visitation _
i ; I i E“ il
; 1 I: Family or Name of each person in N Relation- msa::lg'll:(’l Month
e €ltujl House- family or household on 31st ||Sex. ! Shli‘.) to.:lead of widowe(; and date \;?a:hof i:ge :&last
Alallsl  hold March, 1901. ojf tamiyor or | ofbirth, || PIth- || birthday.
e ull household. divorced.
r
Ll 2 | 3 [4]s]l 6 7 L 8 o | 10
8| 5 || 58 |Boisvenue Adolphe Mi || Head M [[Jan 221860 41
i‘ﬁ 6 58  ||Boisvenue Philomine H F u Wife M | Mar 1§_“ 1865 36
8l 7 58 |Boisvenue Theofita F DaughTer‘ S | Apr27 " 1882 19
8|l 8 58 [Boisvenue Theodora F Daughter' S Aug 8 " 1883 18
8il 9 58 |IBoisvenue Adelard M Son 5 Feb 3 || 1885 16
8 101 58 |IBoisvenue Dolorasa F Daug_h‘rer S || Oct 24 1887 13
8i{11] 58 |(Boisvenue Thomas M Son S Apr 2 |1 1889 12
sfizf | 58 |Boisvenue Emertine || F| | Daughter | s | Nov2|l18o0| 10 |
8|13 58 |IBoisvenue $?2?222? M Son S__|jlApr 30| 1892 9
8jj14 58 (iBoisvenue Florence H F Daughter s |l Aug 11 | 1894 7
8fis| | 58 [Boisvenue Adolphe | M son | s |mar2of1896] 5

next household
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